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STATE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Grade 5 High Level Blueprint

The following document describes the structure and content of the Maryland Integrated
Science Assessment (MISA) for elementary school that is administered at the end of fifth grade.
STANDARDS

The grade 5 MISA uses all the Performance Expectations from the Maryland Next Generation Science
Standards (NGSS) for grades 3 through 5. Not all performance expectations will appear on a single
assessment, but they will be rotated over time so that all performance expectations will be assessed in a
regular cycle.

SESSIONS
The table indicates the structure of the grade 5 MISA by sessions.

1 40 minutes 2
2 40 minutes 2
3 40 minutes 2
4 40 minutes 2

REPORTING CATEGORY

The grade 5 MISA provides performance indicators for the three dimensions of the Next Generation
Science Standards. The following table summarizes the disciplinary core idea (DCI) reporting category
and identifies the percent of the assessment aligned with each component of that category.

DCI Performance Indicator Percentage Range

Earth and Space Science 30 to 35%
Life Science 30 to 35%
Physical Science 30 to 35%

The Science and Engineering Practices and the Cross Cutting Concept performance indicators are
based on a holistic analysis of the student’s performance with each of those dimensions.
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